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Hello.  
Welcome to the new District 10 
newsletter. This newsletter was cre-
ated to help the District’s AMA 
members and charted clubs under-
stand their AMA better. What their 
AMA really does for the hobby, and 

the many programs it offers its members and the clubs that are formed by them. A lot, 
altogether too many, think it an unnecessary evil that comes with joining a club, an or-
ganization that offers a magazine they don’t want. This newsletter was created because 
I have always felt so bad about that. I believe the AMA is a good organization, and it 
supports the hobby I love, so I support it with all the volunteer time I can muster.  
 
The newsletter was created to not only let everyone know exactly what the AMA does, 
but also what it offers its members. Everything from the boring subject of insurance to 
the super low cost t-shirts a club can have printed. Programs that actually give dollars to 
a club to promote the hobby, up to $1,000 actually, and much, much more!  
It needs to be enjoyable to read though, right, so one enjoyable part of this newsletter, 
besides benefiting from the programs that members and clubs will learn about, will be 
looking at pictures and reading about a bunch of awesome events you, the members in 
the district put on.  
The newsletter will be bi-monthly, (at least at first) until it is known how much interest 
there is and how much input I get, especially from you, the district’s members (it cannot 
be done without you, it just won’t work). I hope to include articles from our Vice Presi-
dent Jim Giffin and the many AVP’s who volunteer their time for the district. You can 
see some of their interests in John Lockwood and Rick Maida’s event reports in other 
pages of this first issue. 
 
Continued on the next page………... 



So… to make this happen, I need all of the pictures from your events, or events you at-
tend. I know every event has a bunch of people shooting pictures, whether it’s pilots, 
family members or friends, so just ask for copies and send them! They can be sent by 
email or on a CD in the regular mail. You DO NOT need to worry if the quality of the 
pictures is great (like is required with a magazine) or their size, and you DO NOT need 
to write a big article about it. I would like, at the least, for you to tell the club’s name, 
where and when the event was, pilot count and anything else you would like to add. 
You CAN send a huge article if you wish, but I’ll take whatever you’re willing to send. 
Remember this is to benefit AMA members. 
 

Build and how-to articles are fine also. Just about anything actually, that YOU, the 
members want to write or hear about is welcome, the more the better. I won’t print 
anything negative, so please don’t send that type of thing. I want this to be a positive 
thing for our hobby, where that leads us, who knows? 
 

The pictures of you and your friends will likely be the most enjoyable part of this 
newsletter, at least at first. After we have some “success stories” to talk about, like 
clubs receiving grant money, building money etc… because of this newsletter, it will 
have a wider variety of “nice” things to read about. But don’t forget to write, if you 
read about something in here, like getting a free year of AMA, and actually get one...
let me know! 
 

By sending in your articles and pictures, it will not only let everybody know what you 
and your club members are flying but where and when, and hopefully it will make 
more pilots want to come to your event next year, which in turn = more fun and money 
for your club. Maybe we can even get some clubs some new members?  
This newsletter WILL NOT be biased against ANY type of flying. I want EVERY-
THING! Sport, slope, 3D, glider, combat, free flight, USRA, IMAC, IMAA……..like I 
said everything. 
 

So, this issue starts with some events that were sent for this last year’s District 10 col-
umns and from events I attended, some information about a few programs the AMA is 
offering for 2010.  Please remember this is for everyone in the district, so it needs input 
from every type of modeler to make it work. I hope you enjoy the efforts here and we 
make our AMA, its clubs and its members a happier bunch.           So here’s the deal. I 
have a huge email list of District 10 members this first issue is going out to. If you re-
ceive it and want to continue to receive it, you will have to reply to it or to me. I cannot 
send it to people who have not requested it, that would not be right. I would like to ask 
all the newsletter editors and members in the district to forward the entire newsletter to 
anybody they want, if somebody responds, they want to receive it, they will get it.  
 
Mike Brown, Editor 
cabrowns@citlink.net 



Camp Far West, a float fly in Northern California 

Hosted by the Associated modelers of Sacramento, the event was May 13, 14, 15, 16 and 17th 2009 
As was reported by Rick and Merriam Maida there was plenty of Food, Flying and Fun. Lots of 
Sun, Friendship, a Raffle and a big ole lake all for us. Wow what a fantastic flyin these guys put 
on.  Very relaxed, very enjoyable.  Hats off and a job well done to John Sorenson and John 
Hainlen.  This event has been going on since 1976.  A hidden secret.   



The camping facilities are great, lots of shade trees and we had the 
whole area for just the pilots, their families and friends.  Pretty cool. 
Total count for entries came to 39 pilots. 
So if you have a plane swinging from the garage rafters, slap a set of 
floats on it and come join the fun next year.  Date is always the 
weekend before Memorial weekend. 
Close to Roseville and Lincoln or Rocklin California. 
Contact John Sorenson @ 916-216–0384 



 Fresno Radio Modelers Memorial Day Big Bird event, Fresno, CA.  May, 2009.  
 

Contest director John Lockwood is holding the early morning pilots meeting. Safety, flight 
pattern and any other necessary field rules are laid out to all the pilots at these necessary 
meetings. Oh yeah, and usually what’s for lunch!. Be sure to attend one of Fresno’s many 
events held each year. They range from regular fun flys to club racing, IMAA, Giant scale, 
jet and more. They always have a full event schedule and they are always good events. 

This electric powered, scratch built B-36 and many other fine war birds were at Fresno.  
To check the Fresno radio modelers event dates go to frcm.org, their club web site.  

You won’t find a better group of guys. 



Doesn’t the P-51 look real? Remove that aileron linkage and it just might pass…. 
 
Below right: Photographers like the gal pictured here are at every event. Ask for a CD of 
their pictures and you will get a yes often. Burn me a copy or send me that one and I 
will put some pictures here in this newsletter. Remember they don’t have to be perfect or 
taken with a fancy camera. If you enjoy them its fine with me! 
 

Bottom left; District 10 AVP John Lockwood presenting awards at the 2009 event, hi 
John! 

Every event has a club member, a friend or 
family member...taking pictures, ask them for 
pictures of your events to get them published 
here in your District 10 newsletter. 



Check out their event schedule @ Frcm.org! 

2009 was a good 
year! 



• The AMA Ambassador receive a one year AMA membership credit for each three (3) new or 
former AMA members who join. (Yes, you can earn more than one free year!)  

• All new or former memberships must be full Open or Senior Citizen memberships to qualify. 
New sign-ups cannot be current or recent AMA members. (Their memberships must have ex-
pired by 12/31/1995.)  

• Sponsoring member's name and AMA number must be clearly identified on each new member's 
application.  

• Current AMA Life Members will receive an AMA merchandise credit of equal value to a 1 
year free membership.  

Your free membership credit will be applied to the next AMA membership year. 
 

For an application or more information about this program, 
 contact the Membership Department. 

 

HEY, check this out! 

3 for 1 
Fly for FREE! 

The details are below in black and white but here’s the jest of it. Sign up some buddies 
and get your AMA membership free! What’s even better than that, you can get more 
than 1 free year, by signing up more! Read the details in our AMA’s words below. 

Maybe it’s just me, but I think there are at the least a BUNCH of CD’s and club secretar-
ies out their that can cash in on this. This year’s events are right around the corner, get 

yourself set-up to receive some free years of dues! 

A couple of planes 
that were at the 2009  
Lake McSwain float 
fly.  
Bruce, Tom and Larry 
along with many oth-
ers from the Turlock 
R/C club put on a 
great event.  
Look for more events 
like this in the com-
ing year….. 



I got to thinking about the free AMA membership program.  
How can clubs or members, really, easily, take advantage of a program like this? 
First ….  both need to read the rules to become familiar with them. The main re-
quirement is the person who is going to receive the free membership must sign the 
3 new applications.  
So, any member can sign up 3 new members and receive a year’s free dues, or 
more. Most of us know neighbors or have family who have mentioned an interest 
in our hobby, a member can look there, or at events. But friends of existing mem-
bers is most likely the easiest way. 
 
Now let’s look at this from a club’s perspective. We all want our members happy 
and a free benefit of any kind can help do that right? So why not try giving out as 
many free AMA memberships to your club members as you can. I mentioned 
above that the person who is going to receive the free membership must sign the 3 
new applications. So, put your members names in a hat, draw out 5 at the next 
meeting. During your 2010 years events, mall shows, swap meets etc... have your 
registration / volunteers work at signing up new AMA members, really work at it. 
The name of the first person pulled is put on the first three applications and so on. 
Say you get 10 this year. The club officers will get to give 3 club members a free 
years AMA dues. If a member on their own collects a couple new members you 
can set it up to give them the other member and 4 people get free AMA! 
 

How about Contest Directors. We can sign up AMA members at our events right. 
So even if our particular club has other programs it is concentrating on, we can still 
sign up as many AMA members we want and get ourselves as many free years of 
AMA membership as we can. 
How about a third way…. 
Hobby shops! A hobby shop owner can do the same thing. I know one who does 
and he won’t pay AMA dues for the next 4 years (if I remember correctly). 
 
Any way you look at it, it’s a great program and all it can do is good. Good for the 
one who gets the free AMA, good for the AMA and the biggest winner, good for 
the hobby, because it gets more people that will learn just what a great hobby this 
can be. 
 

Don’t forget the person’s name has to be on the application to qualify, so un-
derstand and follow the rules when you decide to take advantage of this great 
offer! See the information on the previous page! 



WAACK 09 or “Wings Above Ash CreeK” NCRCUF  AMA #3233  

Every Awesome event starts with a good crew of volunteers and I have been 
blessed with many over the years, like the 4 guys seen here. The next couple 
pages in this newsletter are pictures of one of last year’s events The Northern 
California R/C Unlimited Flyers club and it’s volunteer members put on. Follow-
ing those pictures is a copy of an article I wrote that ran in “Model Aviation” a 
few months back about how I (and this club and it’s volunteer members) puts on 
an event and how to make a buck for your club doing so. Of all the articles I have 
written over the years, this one received more reader response than any other. So, 
in thinking about material for this district first newsletter I thought, reprinting that 
article might be in order, after all, that is the point of this whole newsletter. To try 
and help the districts members, it’s clubs and the hobby itself. If a CD or a club 
puts on a more successful event because of something read here then the newslet-
ter is already a success! For those who already read the article I hope you will ex-
cuse the reprint, for those that have not, I hope you find it interesting.    



WAACK 09. “Wings Above Ash CreeK” NCRCUF  AMA #3233  

The raffle wheel 

Which one looks happier? him or her…I think it’s a draw 



The raffle ended up with over 
175 items, yet it cost the club un-
der $300.  

Hotdogs and burgers are fine, but buy good ones. Don’t 
feed cheap food you wouldn’t buy for your own fridge. 
It hurts an event way more than the price savings. 

The club’s web site is NCRCUF.com 

Come to Northern California  for WAACK 10 June 11, 12, 13, 2010 



Club President Mike MacFarland is actually filming the TV sta-
tions reporter (with the stations camera) while he tries his skill on 
a buddy box. He had such a great time we got way more coverage 
than we normally do, try offering your reporters a flight next time! 

We live in an area with really hot summers. The clouds shown in this sunset helped cool 
down our afternoons each day. It was an unexpected blessing, we don’t normally get! 



A Super Fun Fly 
Let’s have an event that is as fun for pilots as it is for spectators and can make a buck for your club! 
  
My purpose in writing this is to help clubs and or individuals that have never done so, put on an event that 
will not only be fun, but increase club membership and make some money for flying field repairs in the 
process. Let me say that this isn’t about my events but instead it’s about how I put events together.  I know 
several clubs that have put on events that lost money instead of making some just by how they did 
things.  The ideas I will present here have helped a few of them turn a modest profit. This is also just one 
way of doing things, not the only way, and with your thoughts and volunteer’s input I am sure you can 
make this suit your area and event.  
 
Safety is always number one and especially at events as the pilots are not used to flying together like at 
their home fields. This section could cover 2 pages if I had the room, but don’t so I will cover the basics 
only. Communication at the flight line is always key, spotters and talking to each other will go a long way. 
I believe in a Transmitter impound for other than 2.4 and a maximum 5 pilots in the air at most flying 
fields. Airplane inspections are not done at all events, this is a choice but is surely for all the pilots and 
spectators benefit. When I have safety inspections I check that these things are tight, the motor, prop/
spinner, gear and all flying surfaces. I also check to see that some kind of keeper is on all clevises or that 
methods like ball joints or Z bends are used. We all sign the AMA forms stating our airplanes are airwor-
thy when we fly at a sanctioned event but that doesn’t mean we always check old hinges or for a loose mo-
tor. We have saved countless airplanes from broken hinges alone. Think safety in every aspect of your 
event, not just the pilots and airplanes. 
  
When I started one of my favorite events, the Super Fun Fly, it was all about having fun without concern 
for club profit. Events will always be about fun first and foremost, but sometimes they need to make 
money for our club, and that’s ok! Our first event wasn’t anything fancy, that’s for sure, but everybody 
had fun so it was a huge success. The 3rd year, I decided to make it larger, so I sanctioned it with the 
AMA. I also added another day, Sunday, and told pilots they could setup and fly on Thursday.  Since then 
it was a 4-day sanctioned event. The club members set things up on Wednesday, and since (back then) it 
was held over Labor Day weekend, pilots were welcomed from Wednesday until Monday. So in a sense 
they could be there 6 days and stay 5 nights - more bang for their buck and it costs the club nothing to al-
low them to stay longer.  
  
Most people think putting on an event is too much for them, as though it was an insurmountable task, but I 
must disagree. It’s easy to organize and mostly it just takes bits and pieces of your time.  For me this trans-
lates into 6 – 12 months of planning. The two big annual events I did were started as soon as the previous 
year’s event was over and, by doing it like this, I spread the task over a longer period of time.  Breaking it 
into pieces makes the task much more manageable.    
  
I am going to take you through the process of how I create an event and break it into pieces to make it 
more understandable.  At times I will refer to my last event: WAACK-09. If you or your club has never 
done an event, go to a good one and watch….and take notes. Don’t try to remember everything…and….
leave your airplanes at home!  
  
One person will need to be designated as being “in charge” of the event.  This person is the CD or Contest 
Director. If you want to have a sanctioned event, you will first need to pass the AMA’s Contest Director 
test. It’s easy so don’t sweat it! Once you have CD status, pick a date for your event. Look at event calen-
dars such as the AMA calendar, other club’s web sites, etc. I would suggest you pick a date for your event 
that is at least 3-4 weeks away from any huge events within 250 miles of your area. Next, look at the likely 
weather conditions during the time of year you are considering. 



  
Decide on a tentative date now as your preferred date of choice.  You might want to also pick an alternate 
date as you are looking at the calendars.  
  
Before I decide to put on an event I wisely talk with my wife. She always ends up running back-n-forth 
from town for everything from ice to, well, who knows what?  Since she and my youngest son always help 
me, it’s important to schedule the event for times that work for them. It would not be fair to just expect 
them to be a part of it, and everything we do is shared in some way by our families.  Next, take the event 
idea and date and present it at your club meeting.  Try to do this 8-12 months in advance. For my last 
event I told everybody at the meeting I wanted to gear the event towards the public first, pilots second and 
make money third. My reasoning was I wanted to strengthen our ties with our community. Doing this is 
not only good for the hobby but it gets you members which is something all clubs need. The only com-
plaint I had with this was with some members wanting to make sure we still made money if we were going 
to have to work 4-5 days. I assured all present there would be registration fees and a raffle booth, both of 
which make money. After your club has agreed start  talking with potential volunteers. Look at guys who 
you respect, or who already help the club in other ways, even look at what they do for a living or have 
done. I mean if you have a great chef in your club, why ask a bartender to cook your Banquet Dinner? It 
really helps if you can have regular event meetings where all volunteers attend, and for goodness sake lis-
ten to them. If they work a department often they will have a good understanding of what it needs. As long 
as Safety isn’t adversely affected, then go for it. 
  
 
I believe in lists for everything. You don’t forget much if you have a list and you check off each item as 
it’s received, then again when it’s loaded to take to the field. One list for each and every department: regis-
tration, impound, food, raffle, volunteers etc… I don’t care if you have the most beautiful event site in the 
world, if you are unprepared and disorganized; it’s going to be a mess, and pilots will know! 
I send off the AMA sanction papers at least 6 months early to make sure I get the 3 free months of maga-
zine advertising. If your club doesn’t own the property, you will need AMA’s site insurance which is af-
fordable and protects the property owners.  
  
 
Next I make three flyers: one to send to out of town pilots, one for the newsletter and one for the public. 
These are all different since you are targeting different types of people. Out of town pilots want event in-
formation, maps and motel phone numbers, the number of days they can stay and whether they can arrive 
early, etc… I always say they can come at least a day early just to give them a day to relax and put their 
planes together. They can also fly if they wish.  
  
The second flyer is for the club newsletter that will announce the event and also prepare members for the 
“can you volunteer” questions later. It also goes to lots of other clubs’ newsletter editors.  
  
The last is the flier for the public. Think this one over. You are targeting people who don’t fly so you need 
to help them understand what you are offering and make them want to come see you. Don’t call it a Fun 
Fly since they will have no idea what you are talking about. Use headlines like “FREE Air Show”. Sched-
ule a couple of pilots to fly a combat round or mock pylon race each day and put that on the flier. Call it an 
“Air Race!” and write “Airplane Combat!” Don’t forget food, drinks, free swap meet, raffle and “Public 
Welcome” in the text. If you have other things like Buddy Box flying or a Delta Dart building seminar, list 
those as well. Last is a map on back and contact information, and don’t forget the date! I personally take 
public fliers and put them on super market information boards for great free advertising. 



Now let’s talk about the raffle. You don’t have to have one, but you will want one if your goal is to make 
money.  Start buying raffle items during the Christmas shopping season. Christmas is the best time for su-
per sales and I don’t mean just hobby items. Hobby items can be difficult as prizes.  For example, if you 
buy a 12oz gas tank, the winner will probably fly electrics, so I concentrate on items that most anybody 
might like.  Things like tools, folding chairs, coolers, picture frames, all make great raffle prizes. If it isn’t 
on sale or on close-out, I’m not interested.  The public will likely buy lots of raffle tickets if you have 
regular items in it.  Most importantly, don’t forget a trainer plane!  
Your local hobby shop can be a great source for raffle items, but don’t expect them to just fill a truck. Ask 
them for a donation, sure, but also ask if they will talk with their suppliers. If this is the only event your 
local hobby shop supports and they actively ask several suppliers, then you are in for a treat…most likely. 
Then, at least 3 months before the event, sit down with a few recent hobby magazines (this will be the one 
time you will be glad for all those ads) and (start a spreadsheet to keep track of all the physical addresses, 
email addresses, phone numbers etc for now but also the future). Make out a list that you can easily print 
from.                    Saving this and all other lists helps greatly with further events.  
When you have your list of hobby suppliers to send to, make a donation request letter. Make it look as pro-
fessional as your abilities allow, and ask for their product brochures to hand out with any donations. (This 
is also a great place to pass on old magazines.  The public loves free magazines and it helps get them into 
the hobby, so set up a small table.) Send requests to the best 50 companies (12-15 weeks early). Include 
your donation request letter, a copy of your sanction and an event flier. One other important note, to save a 
buck, put the sanction and flier on one piece of paper, then the request on one side of another, and add the 
sponsor’s address and your return address on the other side.  Fold it twice and stamp it and there is no en-
velope necessary. And don’t forget local businesses as well.  
  
The last and most important thing for my raffle is the raffle wheel. We offer our raffle tickets @ $1 each or 
6 for $5 plus a chance to spin the wheel. The wheel has 16 spaces numbered from 6 to 20. The ticket buyer 
gets the 6 tickets plus the amount of tickets the wheel lands on. Remember it’s only tickets and at less than 
$10 for 2,000 tickets you can afford to do this and people absolutely love to spin the wheel. It entices them 
to spend at least $5 on raffle tickets. We sold 3 ½ rolls of tickets at one event, that is 7000 tickets! Speak-
ing of raffles - I have nicknamed them event killers. When the raffle is held, I’ve learned that people con-
sider the event to be over! Believe me on this one, if you have a big raffle where people are waiting for it 
to happen, it will send them packing after it’s over, just as sure as if it started pouring down rain. One last 
thing: reward your sponsors. Print their names on nice, colored paper stock and post it at the event in a 
few spots.  After it’s all over send them a thank you letter and maybe a picture or two.  They really deserve 
it. 
  
Next is contacting pilots. If you don’t know many of the out of town pilots, think about clubs. The AMA 
club locator or event directory will help. If you can, go to a few events and ask the CD for a copy of his 
sign-up sheet. As long as there are no conflicts, it should be ok with him. Just don’t go to a Jet event look-
ing for names for a fun fly. Get email addresses if you can and ask everyone to pass your flyer on to all 
their flying friends in their address books. This should be sent out at least two months early but a few 
months gives a person the time to really plan for it. 
 
Ok, so we have approval for the event, applied for the sanction, made fliers and sent them at least 8 weeks 
early, made and sent donation requests 3 months in advance, and have purchased raffle items or most of 
them.  
 Now you’ll want to make up a press release. It only costs a few stamps and one sheet of paper each to get 
tons of free advertising for your event. I send a press release to every TV, Radio and Newspaper within 150 
miles which works out to 34 companies for me. In your press release say things like, “this is a free air show” 
and “a good family hobby” and “to help bring the community together.” You get the idea, and as far as I am 
concerned, it is all true.  



If you decide to do you own food for the event instead of having it catered: Make a list of everything you’ll need. 
From food to tape for taping table cloths onto your tables, you’ll need a complete list. Be sure to shop smart, just 
like everything else you buy for the event, but buy good products. Buy decent paper plates and plastic-
ware.  Nothing’s worse that a plate that won’t hold the food you serve, and don’t think it doesn’t matter: it does. If 
you can get items on sale or even closeout then do it, as it’s one of the benefits you have in taking your time putting 
on the event. I bought a thousand knives and forks that were on sale not because I needed that many, but since they 
were the same price as 250 and I knew our future events would have free utensils! If you want to keep it simple, buy 
hot dogs, but buy all beef hot dogs, not chicken, and BBQ them don’t boil them.  Buy real, brand-name soda and not 
the cheap store brand (no matter if you like it or not!), most don’t. Charge $1 per can and keep them ice cold. We 
have a Banquet Dinner at one annual event I do and it works out great, but it is a lot of extra work. I would recom-
mend asking how many would be interested in a dinner for the following year, if lots like the idea, great, if not don’t 
do one, either way limit the amount of dinners and sell tickets. Our main food is lunch. A burger, chips and a drink 
doesn’t cost anywhere near the $5 we charge. You might want to think about a breakfast. A couple pancakes, 3 
pieces of sausage and 2 eggs for $5, sounds good and makes even more money. Either way food = money for your 
club…. but you have to have the volunteers, in every way they are the key to everything. 
 
Things to do… here is where some extra fun can come in and it makes your event different than the regular fly-eat-
fly events. We noticed kids were getting bored but their parents wanted to stay.  At first my wife and I just bought 
cheap toys and once in a while she or I would give the kids a pick of a couple things out of a bag of toys. One year 
my wife said, “why don’t we have some kids games, off to the side, and well away from the flying area?” So we 
started doing a few games for the little ones and it worked very well. I was looking at the AMA store one day and 
saw the Delta Darts and the Delta Dart build became part of our event. They are great! We have now had three of 
these builds and everybody from spectators to pilots, young and old alike, take part. It is free to all and we have vol-
unteers help them build. It takes just one hour, when done properly and is limited to the first 40 participants. It con-
cludes with a mass launch with the winner of the longest flight getting a much larger rubber powered kit. It’s a blast 
and everybody cheers for their friends and smiles are all around. Another fun thing we do is Buddy Box flying with 
the public. The public not only enjoys seeing their family members fly a plane, some of the new pilots really enjoy 
the experience and end up future club members. We don’t run them all day but run them for 2-3 hours on one of our 
5 flying stations  this way we don’t bother the pilots flying too much. 
 
These things that are happening within the event are all free to the people who attend, but if you think you don’t 
make money by doing them, think again. Parents and children stay to see the next race, then they stay for the Delta 
Dart building, then they stay a little longer to see more airplanes fly. And as they stay longer, they get more excited, 
buy more drinks, food, and raffle tickets. This year we spent $15 on toys and $55 on the Delta Darts, so we spent 
$70 to help everyone stay two full days.  
 
Another thing you need is a sound system. You can’t yell at everybody and you should be able to communicate to 
everyone - the public and pilots alike. You need to announce your pilots meeting, food, sponsors, (yes mention the 
sponsors throughout the weekend) and any number of other things including safety concerns. You can borrow one, 
or Radio Shack sells cheap ones with horn type speakers that will get you by. This is where you, as a club, need to 
decide how you want to do all this. Most clubs borrow things like tables, chairs, sound systems, shade tents etc… 
There is nothing wrong with this, and volunteers and donations are how most clubs get built in the first place.  Bor-
row when you can. Churches or maybe your local Moose or Elks Lodge can be great sources. If you have events that 
last a few years and they make money like they should, start buying these things one at a time. Our club owns every-
thing it needs for events now. 20-30 tables, 125 chairs, storage shelves, several huge shade tents, mowers, generator, 
a blower and so on.  Be patient and spend wisely and soon your club will be equipped for events.      
 
Remember this…you must spend money to make money, but not lots, but just enough. $20 for the sanction, $100-
$150 for paper, stamps, $70 entertainment (Delta Darts, kids toys), $200-$500-? for raffle prizes, $8 for each roll of 
raffle tickets, besides what you decide on food. You get the idea. So give it a try and start small.  If you’re already 
doing a one day event, try making it larger by adding days and a special something for the spectators. 
  
If I can answer any questions or if you’d like to see examples of some of my signs, flyers etc… please feel free to 
ask. I’d love to help, but that’s just the CD in me!  



Rubber Power  
is strong in the West! 

 
Rubber powered flight might be a small 
segment of our hobby, but it is a proud one 
with skilled builders. This is where many 
of us started (if you consider the slide to-
gether  little rubber powered planes with 
their plastic wheels). These guys take this 
segment of the hobby to another level. You 
can get a peak into their world at this web 
site www.westernfac.com   

Look for it in California next year! 



TAG, the AMA has it! 
Do you want to introduce model aviation to your friends and neighbors and receive local recognition and fi-
nancial benefits in return? If you answered “yes,” then you’ll want to know more about AMA’s Take-off And 
Grow (TAG) program. 
Developed to encourage our members and clubs to promote modeling as a positive recreational activity to 
those in their communities, TAG was the first of several new programs implemented by AMA in 2007. In-
tended primarily to indoctrinate and welcome the general public to our hobby, TAG basically provides a one-
day extensive introduction of model aviation with the intent of drawing new people into our hobby. This is fol-
lowed by a flight training program for new members gained from the opening-day activities. 
 
Here’s how TAG works: Clubs applying to host a TAG Model Aviation Day will be provided with a complete 
program “requirements and guidelines” document to use as a guide. This document will include ideas on pro-
moting and advertising your event as well as an outline of possible activities to take place during the actual 
day of the event. Clubs will be encouraged to pre-register attendees to help them better prepare. Each attendee 
will also be entered into the AMA’s newly revised Introductory Pilot Program (IPP). Although there is no cost 
to the non-member, by becoming an IPP student, he or she will be covered under the AMA’s liability protec-
tion as long as he or she is working under the supervision of an AMA Introductory Pilot (IP) Instructor.  
On the actual day of the event, all attendees will be provided with brief “classroom instruction” to help famil-
iarize them with model aviation and to give them an idea of what to expect. Next all attendees will receive 
hands-on training under the supervision of a club instructor that will help them become acclimated to the ba-
sics of flight and how it all works. If the training involves radio-controlled aircraft, each attendee will be given 
the opportunity to fly a trainer model on a buddy box under the guidance of an AMA IP Instructor. Time per-

mitting, multiple flights are encouraged.  
If your club is selected to host a TAG Model Aviation Day, the AMA will provide up to $1000 in advance to 
use to set up your program. At the end of the event, items purchased are your club’s to keep as AMA’s way of 
saying “thanks for helping out.” Through TAG, individual AMA members can also take advantage of AMA’s 
Ambassador Program. Sign up three new Open or Senior members with AMA, and a current member will earn 
next year’s membership as another way of saying “thanks.” 
Remember, too, that the rewards are more than just the things listed above. Hosting a TAG Model Aviation 
Day is a great way to reach out to your community to give it a taste of a family-oriented recreational activity 
that all of us enjoy so much. In addition, you’ll be creating positive relationships with your neighbors that 
quite often can help when the time comes to keep or acquire new flying sites. 
 
As with all of our developing programs, the AMA wants to provide the tools local clubs need to ensure the 
popularity of their hobby. It will require the cooperation of many to make it a success. Achieving that success 
will make our already wonderful hobby even better. 
Interested? AMA has a limited number of openings. If your club would like to partner with AMA to promote 
model aviation and open the door to growing your membership, contact us at (765) 287-1256, ext. 516. An ap-
plication package will be sent to you promptly. 
 
Or visit the TAG Links page to download a complete syllabus and application. Model aviation is a great 
hobby. Let’s tell others about it! 
 
The TAG Program is available to Free Flight and Control Line clubs as well. 
 
For more information contact: 
April Hathaway 
aprilh@modelaircraft.org 
765-287-1256, ext. 516 
 



Club fun fly, Klamath, Ca.  
 

Great folks, Great food 

Redwood Empire Modelers Association 

The club holds two of these events 
each year. One in June and the 
other in August. They have good 
old fashioned pot luck lunches, 
with donations accepted to help 
with club costs. 

Camping right next to the runway 
makes for some relaxed pilots. In 
the distance you can hear Jet boats 
running up and down the Klamath 
river. It’s peaceful to say the least. 



For a laid back event 
Join us  

June 4, 5, 6  
or  

August 13, 14, 15 
2010 



District X  
Event Listing 

If you send your event dates, I will make sure to list them. I would like to do your big events 
with pictures from the previous year’s events, like on previous pages, but that does not mean I 
won’t print complete event lists. Actually a whole years list, like the one on the next page is 

great. It not only gets all your events listed, it doesn’t take as much room as flyers do. Because 
this is an email newsletter it has a size limit, so send your biggest event in pictures and the 
year’s events in word form like has been done for the Fresno, CA club on the next page. 

SAM RC Arizona; 1/16/10-1/18/10 - Eloy, AZ (C) SAM RC. Site: Toltec Road. Robert Angus CD, 
6640 N Columbus Tucson AZ 85718 PH:520-299-9034 email: bangus1928@comcast.net. Sponsor: 
SOUTHWEST REGIONALS MODELERS ASSOC 
 
Sport Club races. Ash creek R/C park. Northern California R/C Unlimited Flyers Anderson, CA first 
race, 2-6-10 and first Saturday of every other month after for a 6 race series. . Jim Finch CD, con-
tact Mike Brown for information @ 549-3005. Cabrowns@citlink.net 
 
24th Annual Hi-Desert Winter Pattern Classic 2/13/10-2/14/10 - Lancaster, CA (AA) 24th Annual 
Hi-Desert Winter Pattern Classic for 401, 402, 403, 404, 406(JSO). Site: AV Model Airprt. Jerry 
Budd CD, 42109 Lupin Way Lancaster CA 93536 PH:661-943-4970 email: gbudd@roadrunner.
com. Visit www.avti.org. Sponsor: AV TAILWINDS, INC. 
 
One Eighth Air Force Spring Fly In 3/13/10-3/14/10 - Mesa, AZ (C) One Eighth Air Force Spring 
Fly In. Site: Superstition Air Park. Howard Kennedy CD, 2840 E St John Rd Phoenix AZ 85032 
PH:602-361-8475 email: bushpilot1443@yahoo.com. Sponsor: ONE EIGHTH AIR FORCE 
 
Vintage Stunt Championships XXII 3/16/10-3/20/10 - Tucson, AZ (C) Vintage Stunt Champion-
ships XXII. Site: Christopher Columbus Park. Lou Wolgast CD, 3652 E Northern Dancer Tucson AZ 
85739 PH:520-749-1812 email: daytonalou@aol.com. Visit www.ccmaconline.org. CL Old Time and 
Classic Stunt, Old Time Ignition Stunt, pre-registration required, registration deadline is 3/5/10, late 
registration at field at discretion of CD. Sponsor: CHOLLA CHOPPERS. 
 
Fresno Radio Modelers Water Plane Fly In 5/01/10-5/02/10 - Friant, CA (C) Fresno Radio Model-
ers Water Plane Fly In. Site: Millerton Lake State Park. John Lockwood CD, 2502 Escalon Ave 
Clovis CA 93611 PH:559-298-1606 email: imaavp@sbcglobal.net. Visit www.frcm.org. very large 
flying area, full hook-up camping on site contact Millerton Lake State Park. Sponsor: FRESNO RA-
DIO MODELERS (Fresno also has many other events at their asphalt field…..) 
 
Southwest FAI Challenge 10/30/10-11/01/10 - Boulder City, NV (AA) Southwest FAI Challenge for 
124, 150, 151, 152, 153, 154, 155, 158(JSO). Site: El Dorado Dry Lake. William Booth CD, 5094 
Nighthawk Way Oceanside CA 92056 PH:760-842-1079 email: booth@boothsuarez.com. Amer-
ica's Cup Event. Sponsor: SAN DIEGO ORBITEERS 



Fresno Radio Modelers 
Presents 

Spring Float Fly-In 

May 1-2, 2010 
Millerton Lake SRA…….Madera Co., CA. 

All Float Planes and Sea Planes Welcome 
Flying Site is Dumna Cove on the Madera side of Millerton Lake State Recreation Area near the Madera Boat 

ramp. 
From Hiway 99 South, take Hiway 145 East out of Madera to the Madera side of the lake. From Hiway 99 

North, take Hiway 41 North to Hiway 145 and go East to the Madera side of the lake. 
Flying starts on Friday, April 30, 2010. 

Camping and RV parking limited to campground. Spaces limited. Reserve ASAP. 
Very spacious flying site. Large planes welcome. Come and spend a relaxing weekend of flying and modeling 

fellowship with the members of the Fresno Radio Modelers. 
For Info., Contact John Lockwood, (559) 298-1606 

imaavp@sbcglobal.net  
frcm.org 

Fresno Radio Modelers 2010 Event Schedule 
 

•    FRM Club Race # 1, Sat., Jan. 16th   
•    FRM Club Race # 2, Sun., March 7th  
•    Calif. Series T-34 Race, Sat., April 10th   
•    FRM Spring Swap Meet and Picnic, Sun., April 25th  
•    FRM Water Fly-In, Millerton Lake SRA, Sat.-Sun., May 1st -2nd  
•    FRM Club Race # 3, Sat., May 8th  
•    FRM Fun-Fly, Sun., May 16th   
•    FRM Memorial Day Giant Plane Fly-In, Thu.-Sun., May 27th - 30th     
•    FRM Club Race # 4, Sun., July 11th   
•    FRM Club Race #5, Sat., Sept. 4th 
•    FRM War-Bird Fly-In, Sat.-Sun., Sept. 11th-12th    
•    FRM Jet Rally,(Tentative) Thu.-Sun., Sept. 23rd-25th   
•    FRM Electric Fly-In, Sat., Oct. 16th  
•    FRM Fall Swap Meet and Picnic, Sun., Oct. 17th  
•    FRM Club Race # 6 and Weenie Roast, Sun., Nov. 7th  
•    FRM New Years Party and Night Fly, Dec. 31st        

Fresno Radio Modelers cordially invites you to come out to our flying site on Ave.12 just east 
of the Madera Ranchos and enjoy the great sport of Radio Control Model flying. Spectators are 
always welcome. Frcm.org 


